
COMMON CORE
Lessons & Activities

T
E

A
C

H
 IT

 TODAY!

COMMON CORE
Lessons & Activities

You don’t have to 
start from scratch.  
This brand new series 
meets Common Core 
State Standards for ELA + Common Core State Standards for 
Literacy and Writing in History/Social Studies and Science!

“You’ll want these for 
every topic you teach!”

–Amy Johnson, Common Core Specialist

Are you expected to change how you teach because of new CCSS for 
English Language Arts & new CCSS for Literacy and Writing in History/
Social Studies and Science?
Are you expected to continue to meet existing science and social studies 
standards, AND integrate new, more rigorous expectations for reading, 
writing, analysis, inference, and more into your daily instruction?

This series of 48+ little books is a HUGE help!

Supplement the resources you already have 
by choosing the books in this series that 
match the science and social studies topics 
you teach.  Each book will provide you with 
ready-to-use reproducible pages that are the 
exact kinds of Common Core lessons and 
activities you need to meet the new added 
requirements of Common Core!

Common 
Core at an 
Uncommon 

Value!

9 780635 105493

90000

7 10430 10410 9

ISBN 13:  978-0-635-10549-3

www.gallopade.com

SAMPLE



About this Book

	 This Common Core Lessons and Activities Book 
allows you to immediately meet new Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts, as well as Literacy 
and Writing in History/Social Studies.  It is designed to 
supplement your Social Studies resources, adding new 
Common Core rigor, analysis, writing, inference, text-
dependent questions, and more into your daily instruction.

How to Use this Book:

•	 Work through the lessons and activities as a class 
to teach your students higher-order thinking, 
analysis, and 21st century skills necessary to meet 
new Common Core expectations.

•	 Allow students to work through the lessons 
independently to build and practice these new 
skills.

•	 Include technology, collaboration, presentation, 
and discussion in the activities as you desire—you 
can decide how in-depth to go. 

•	 Watch your class develop new abilities to meet the 
rigor of Common Core State Standards, right before 
your eyes!

Tips:

•	 Use some of the pages—or use them all—based on 
your grade, your students, your curriculum, and 
your needs.

•	 Use the pages at their current size, or if you 
prefer them to be 8-1/2” x 11”, enlarge them 
125% on your copy machine.

•	 Download graphic organizers labeled “GO” in the 
Table of Contents by going to:  
www.gallopade.com/client/go

•	 Use the correlations grid to easily see which 
Common Core standards are covered in each 
lesson.

Common Core Lessons & Activities Books

Social Studies Titles:

•	 Declaration of 
Independence

•	 U.S. Constitution
•	 Bill of Rights
•	 Road to the Civil War
•	 The Civil War:  Key Battles 

& Events
•	 Jamestown
•	 Key Events of World War II
•	 Civil Rights Movement
•	 Branches of Government
•	 Basic Economic Concepts
•	Women’s Suffrage and the 

19th Amendment
•	 The American Revolution

•	 Explorers
•	 The Olympics
•	 Underground Railroad
•	 Forms of Government:  

Democracy, Monarchy, & 
Oligarchy & More

•	 Ancient Greece
•	 Ancient Egypt
•	 Native Americans
•	 Indian Removal & the Trail 

of Tears
•	 Inventors & Inventions
•	Map Skills
•	Westward Expansion
•	 Communities

Science Titles:

•	 Habitats
•	 States of Matter
•	 Cell Structure
•	Weather
•	Water Cycle
•	 Energy
•	 Solar System
•	 Sound
•	Mammals
•	 Light
•	 Rocks and Minerals
•	 Oceans
•	 Heredity & Genetics

•	Magnetism
•	Natural Resources
•	 Ecosystems
•	 Force & Motion
•	History of the Earth
•	 Life Cycles
•	Wave Properties
•	 Landforms
•	 Classification of 

Organisms
•	 Electricity
•	 The Scientific Method
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PROBLEM-SOLUTION-RESULTS

The Preamble
The Preamble to the Constitution was carefully worded by the delegates to the 1787 
Constitutional Convention.  The Preamble reveals the determination of the framers of 
the Constitution to avoid the same problems the states encountered under the Articles of 
Confederation.

Read the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution.  Write each 
underlined phrase in the Preamble next to the problem it 
addresses.

Preamble

	 We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide 
for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

1.	 _______________________ Under the Articles of Confederation, the 
central government had no power to defend U.S. citizens from attack or 
to protect its borders.

2.	 _______________________ Under the Articles of Confederation, the 
central government could not prevent problems between states, such as 
states placing tariffs on goods “exported” to other states.

3.	 _______________________ Under the Articles of Confederation, the 
central government could do little to protect the freedom the country had 
fought so hard for.  Freedom for future generations was at stake.

4.	 _______________________ Article IV of the Articles of Confederation 
provided for an ineffective system of settling disputes between states 
because there was no national court system to interpret the laws.

5.	 _______________________ Under the Articles of Confederation, the 
central government had no enforceable system of taxation to raise 
money to provide services to its citizens. 
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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

A Living Constitution
Read the text and answer the questions. 

	 Article V of the Constitution allows the Constitution to be 
amended (changed) if necessary.  Since the inclusion of the Bill 
of Rights, the amendment process has allowed the United States 
to continually change and improve citizen’s rights under the 
government.  For many reasons, the Constitution is often called a 
“living document.” 

Excerpts from Amendments

13th Amendment  (1865) 
“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude... shall exist with the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”

15th Amendment  (1870) 
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 

16th Amendment  (1913) 
“The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on income, 
from whatever source derived...”

19th Amendment  (1920) 
“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.”

1.	 What common theme is shared by the 13th and 15th Amendments? 
2.	 Explain the significance of the 13th Amendment.  How did it change 

United States history? 
3.	 What power did the 16th Amendment give to Congress?  How does this 

amendment affect the United States today?
4.	 Explain the relationship between the 15th and 19th Amendments.  What 

group of people does each amendment affect?
5.	 In your own words, use the amendments to explain why the Constitution 

is considered a “living document.”
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