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About this Book

This Common Core Lessons and Activities Book

allows you to immediately meet new Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts, as well as Literacy
and Writing in History/Social Studies. Itis designed to
supplement your Social Studies resources, adding new
Common Core rigor, analysis, writing, inference, text-
dependent questions, and more into your daily instruction.
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PROBLEM-SOLUTION-RESULTS

The Preambie

The Preamble to the Constitution was carefully worded by the delegates to the 1787
Constitutional Convention. The Preamble reveals the determination of the framers of
the Constitution to avoid the same problems the states encountered under the Articles of
Confederation.

Read the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. Write each
underlined phrase in the Preamble next to the problem it
addresses.

Preamble
We the People of the United States, in O

perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic provide
for the common defense, promote the general We secure
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and ordain and

establish this Constitution for the Unj

1. icles of Confederation, the
central government had no po nd U.S. citizens from attack or
to protect its borders.

2. the Articles of Confederation, the
central governme vent problems between states, such as

xported” to other states.

3. Under the Articles of Confederation, the

o¥d do little to protect the freedom the country had

fought so hard for gfreedom for future generations was at stake.

4, Article IV of the Articles of Confederation
provided for an ineffective system of settling disputes between states
because there was no national court system to interpret the laws.

5. Under the Articles of Confederation, the
central government had no enforceable system of taxation to raise
money to provide services to its citizens.
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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

A Living Gonstitution

Read the text and answer the questions.

Article V of the Constitution allows the Constitution to be
amended (changed) if necessary. Since the inclusion of the Bill
of Rights, the amendment process has allowed the United States
to continually change and improve citizen’s rights under the
government. For many reasons, the Constitution is often called a
“living document.”

Excerpts from Amendments

13" Amendment (1865)
“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude... 7 withethe
United States, or any place subject to their jurlSdl

15" Amendment (1870)
The right of citizens of the United Stz
or abridged by the United States q
color, or previous condition of

16" Amendment (1913)
“The Congress shall hav nd collect taxes on income,
from whatever source der

not be denied
Stat account of race,

—_

19" Amendment (
“The right of citizens
or abridged U

ited States to vote shall not be denied
States or by any State on account of sex.”

1. What com is shared by the 13" and 15" Amendments?
2. Explain the sigimcance of the 13" Amendment. How did it change
United States history?

3. What power did the 16™ Amendment give to Congress? How does this
amendment affect the United States today?

4. Explain the relationship between the 15" and 19" Amendments. What
group of people does each amendment affect?

5. In your own words, use the amendments to explain why the Constitution
is considered a “living document.”
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