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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

Narrative of Henry Bibh

As a young slave in Kentucky, Henry Bibb made several unsuccessful attempts at escaping
slavery. He endured harsh punishment, persisted in his pursuit of freedom, and eventually
reached Canada on the Underground Railroad. The text below is an excerpt from the
Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Henry Bibb.

Read the text and answer the questions.

“In the fall or winter of 1837 | formed a resolution that
I would escape, if possible, to Canada, for my Liberty... My
preparation for this voyage consisted in the accunglation of a little
money, perhaps not exceeding two dollars and g cents, and a suit
which | had never been seen or known to w i
to avoid detection.

On the twenty-fifth of December; anticipated
time had arrived when I was to put igig i
resolution, which was to bolt for
| acted upon the former, althoug
self-defying acts of my wholeg
wife, who stood before me o
in her arms, and with tgg
long farewell. It require®
to suppress my feeld

be one of the most
Nke leave of an affectionate
arture, with dear little Frances

oral courage that | was master of
g leave of my little family.

ntention at the time, it would not

e to have got away, and | might have this
day been the voice of liberty was thundering in my
very soul} h¥man! be free.” | was struggling against a
thousand obstacl hich had clustered around my mind to bind

. My strong attachments to friends and relatives,
with all the love of home and birth-place which is so natural

among the human family, twined about my heart and were hard to
break away from. And withal, the fear of being killed, or captured
and taken to the extreme South, to linger out my days in hopeless
bondage on some cotton or sugar plantation, all combined to deter
me. But | had count the cost, and was fully prepared to make the
sacrifice. The time for fulfilling my pledge was then at hand. | must
forsake friends and neighbors, wife and child, or consent to live and
die a slave.”

have been
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Make at least 3-5 inferences about the author of this text.
Write an appropriate title to express the main idea of this text.

Describe Henry Bibb’s attitude toward family. Cite evidence from the
text to support your description.

Describe Henry Bibb’s attitude toward freedom. Cite evidence from the
text to support your description.

5. Why does Henry Bibb choose to run to freedom?

Why does Bibb describe his decision as “one of the most self-defying
acts of my life”?

Writing Prompt

Imagine you are a slave in 1837. Would you choose to stay in slavery or
run to freedom? Write a well-organized paragraph stating your choice, and
support your choice with logical reasoning and evidence from the text.
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DATA ANALYSIS

Slave Inventory

Read the text, look at the chart, and answer the
questions.

Slaves were considered “property.” Slaves who did manual
labor and had few skills were called “hands.”

Named Age H’;‘:‘l‘; s H{::ljs V?sl;;e Remarks
Esther 20 1 50
Elmira 25 112 300
Nanny 16 1
Eliza Ann 18 1 good hand
Eliza 30 1 fair hand
Amy 35 1 fair hand
Olive 20 1 500 good hand
Hager 60 200 |excellsin telling lies
Mariah 300 bad temper
Harriet 1/4 100 Lazy and sickly
400 fair hand
112 300 plantation nurse

1. A. List three possible uses for this chart in the 1840s.
B. For which columns would a sum be useful? Explain why.

2. What do the columns “Full Hands” and “Half Hands” tell you about each
slave?

3. A. How did a slave’s age affect his or her value? Cite evidence from
the chart to support your answer.
B. What other traits affected a slave’s value? How? Why?

4. Use the text and chart to explain why slave owners hired slave catchers
to capture and return runaway slaves.
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MAPACTIVITY

Look at the map and answer the questions.
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2. A. Inwhat states did the Underground Railroad begin?
B. Where did most Underground Railroad routes lead? Why?

3. Most fugitive slaves from Alabama and Mississippi followed what
geographic features?

4. True or False: Slaves only sought freedom in the North. Explain.

o

A. Estimate the approximate time period this map represents.
B. Cite at least two things from the map to support your conclusion.
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PROBLEM-SOLUTION-RESULTS

Tracks of the Underground Railroad

Complete the chart by identifying the purpose of each
participant in the Underground Railroad. Then complete
the graphic organizer by identifying the problems faced
by fugitive slaves on each phase of the journey and the
people and solutions which helped them.

Key Participants

Conductors

Slaves

Stationmasters

Stockholders

Abolitionists

/\

\

|;

Solutions/Help:
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Problems:

b 4

Solutions/Help:

Solutions/Help:

\/
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