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READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Fugitive Slave Act of 1830

Read the text and answer the questions.

Before the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, many Southerners were
suffering financial losses because their slaves were escaping to the
North. When slaves escaped, it was up to the Southern owners
to find them and bring them home. It was expensive and time-
consuming for Southern slave owners to search for their runaway
slaves. Slave owners often hired slave hunters to help them retrieve
their “property.”

A Fugitive Slave Act had been in place sigff 1793, but

Northern states rarely enforced it. Most Nort: ere against
slavery, and they did not help Southern slave o heir
escaped slaves. In fact, they often hid aking
capturing them even more difficult. Thisli slave hunters
and did not want them in their fre . Some Northern
states passed laws that made it ave owners to

return their escaped slaves b outhern states.

uired that escaped slaves be

The Fugitive Slave Act
i owners. Police, marshals, and

captured and returned eir
other law enforcers in
the act. Citizens
and jail time. Ste
on anyone who ai
slaves wit igni

joa®d to assist or be faced with fines
arsh punishments were also enacted
naway slaves. No longer could people help
nt risk to themselves!

so even slaveg whghad escaped and lived free for a long time had
eir owners. The act also allowed slave hunters to
assume someone was a runaway slave based solely on appearance.
Free blacks were scared by the new risk that they could be captured
and sent south before they had a chance to prove they were free!

While the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 helped the South
preserve slavery for another 10 years, in the long run, it would
eventually lead to the end of slavery.
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1. ______ Before the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, abolitionists who helped

runaway slaves faced minimal punishment if caught.

2. Slave hunters had an essential role in returning runaway slaves
to their owners.

3. Most free blacks supported the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850.

The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 caused an immediate increase
in Northerners helping runaway slaves escape to freedom.

PART B: Analyze each statement and identify whether it most likely
- expresses the point of view of a Southern slave owner, gNorthern
- abolitionist, or a runaway slave.

5. “It's the duty of citizens to report a runaw.
6. “| feel sorry for slaves because thgy lead a h

7. “If a slave manages to escap, statgghe should not be
forced to return to the South.”

d Railroad became even more dangerous.

12. ere captured and sent south before they had a

- PART D: Many abolitionists called the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 the
- “Kidnap Law.” Look up the definitions of fugitive and kidnap. Write the
- definition of each, and explain why abolitionists used the word kidnap
instead of fugitive when referring to the law.

BONUS: A slave could not testify on his or her own behalf and was not
 entitled to a court trial. Why not?
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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

Fugitive Slave Act of 1830

Look at the poster and answer the questions.

CAUTION!!
COLORED PEOPLE

OF BOSTON, ONE & ALL,

You are hereby respectfully CAUTIONED and
advised, to avoid conversing the

Watchmen alﬁl Poll

For since the reecln ORDER
ALDERMIEN, they are em

ou, Sb-n:
er, as SO many QOUNDS
unl’ortunle of your race.

p L.ook Out for
PERS, and have
P EYE open.

them in ev
on the tra

Kee

Courtesy of Wikipedia %

1. Summarize the primary message of this poster.

) 1861..

2. What can you infer about the person who created this poster? Cite
evidence from the poster to support your conclusions.

3. Inyour opinion, is this poster effective? Cite evidence from the poster to
support your answer.

4. Write a response to this poster from the perspective of an abolitionist, a
slave owner, or an enslaved person. Read your response aloud. Can
your audience accurately determine your point of view?
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COMPARISON OF PRIMARY SOURCES

Lincoin/Douglas Debates

Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas debated many issues facing the
country during the 1850s and 1860s. These political rivals were two of the
most powerful men of the time.

Read the quotes and answer the questions.

“A house divided against itself cannot
stand. | believe this government cannot
endure, permanently, half slave and half
free. 1 do not expect the Union to be
dissolved; I do not expect the house to fall;
but I do expect it will cease to be divided.”

—Abraham Lincoln
July 16, 1858, Springfield, lllingi

arevonly two sides to this question.
n must be for the United States or
t it. There can be no neutrals in this
war; only patriots and traitors.”

—Stephen A. Douglas
May 1, 1861, Chicago, lllinois

1. What is the common theme between these two quotes?

2. Do you agree or disagree with the quote by Abraham Lincoln? Why or
why not? Support your opinion with logical reasoning.

3. Do you agree or disagree with the quote by Stephen Douglas? Why or
why not? Support your opinion with logical reasoning.

4. As aclass, discuss and debate your responses to the questions.
Expand your answers to the questions based on the discussion.

©Carole Marsh/Gallopade * www.gallopade.com ¢ page 15





