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“You’ll want these for
every topic you teach!”
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Common
Core at an
Uncommon
Value!

Supplement the resources you already have
by choosing the books in this series that
match the science and social studies topics
you teach. Each book will provide you with
ready-to-use reproducible pages that are the
exact kinds of Common Core lessons and
activities you need to meet the new added
requirements of Common Core!
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This series of 48+ little books is a HUGE help!
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Are you expected to continue to meet existing science and social studies
standards, AND integrate new, more rigorous expectations for reading,
writing, analysis, inference, and more into your daily instruction?

TO

DAY!

Common Core Lessons & Activities Books

About this Book
This Common Core Lessons and Activities Book
allows you to immediately meet new Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts, as well as Literacy
and Writing in History/Social Studies. It is designed to
supplement your Social Studies resources, adding new
Common Core rigor, analysis, writing, inference, textdependent questions, and more into your daily instruction.
How to Use this Book:
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Work through the lessons and activities as a class
to teach your students higher-order thinking,
analysis, and 21st century skills necessary to meet
new Common Core expectations.
Allow students to work through the lessons
independently to build and practice these new
skills.
Include technology, collaboration, presentation,
and discussion in the activities as you desire—you
can decide how in-depth to go.
Watch your class develop new abilities to meet the
rigor of Common Core State Standards, right before
your eyes!
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Tips:
•
•

•
•

Use some of the pages—or use them all—based on
your grade, your students, your curriculum, and
your needs.
Use the pages at their current size, or if you
prefer them to be 8-1/2” x 11”, enlarge them
125% on your copy machine.
Download graphic organizers labeled “GO” in the
Table of Contents by going to:
www.gallopade.com/client/go
Use the correlations grid to easily see which
Common Core standards are covered in each
lesson.

Social Studies Titles:
• Declaration of
Independence
• U.S. Constitution
• Bill of Rights
• Road to the Civil War
• The Civil War: Key Battles
& Events
• Jamestown
• Key Events of World War II
• Civil Rights Movement
• Branches of Government
• Basic Economic Concepts
• Women’s Suffrage and the
19th Amendment
• The American Revolution

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Explorers
The Olympics
Underground Railroad
Forms of Government:
Democracy, Monarchy, &
Oligarchy & More
Ancient Greece
Ancient Egypt
Native Americans
Indian Removal & the Trail
of Tears
Inventors & Inventions
Map Skills
Westward Expansion
Communities

Science Titles:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Habitats
States of Matter
Cell Structure
Weather
Water Cycle
Energy
Solar System
Sound
Mammals
Light
Rocks and Minerals
Oceans
Heredity & Genetics

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Magnetism
Natural Resources
Ecosystems
Force & Motion
History of the Earth
Life Cycles
Wave Properties
Landforms
Classification of
Organisms
• Electricity
• The Scientific Method
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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

Letter to Queen Anne

Pocahontas visited London in 1616. John Smith wrote a letter to England’s Queen Anne,
asking her to give special attention to Pocahontas during her visit.

Read the numbered text and answer the questions.
Excerpt from John Smith’s Letter to Queen Anne
So it is, that some ten years ago being in Virginia, and taken
1)
prisoner by the power of Powhatan their chief King,
2)

I received from this great Salvage exceeding great courtesy,
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3)
especially from his son Nantaquaus, the most manliest,
comeliest, boldest spirit, I ever saw in a Salvage,
4)
and his sister Pocahontas, the Kings most dear and wellbeloved daughter, being but a child of twelve or thirteen years of age,
5)
whose compassionate pitiful heart, of my desperate estate,
gave me much cause to respect her . . .
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6)
After some six weeks fatting amongst those Salvage courtiers,
at the minute of my execution, she hazarded the beating out of her
own brains to save mine;
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7)
and not only that, but so prevailed with her father, that I was
safely conducted to Jamestown:
8)
where I found about eight and thirty miserable poor and sick
creatures, to keep possession of all those large territories of Virginia;
9)
such was the weakness of this poor commonwealth, as had
the salvages not fed us, we directly had starved.
10) And this relief, most gracious Queen, was commonly brought
us by this Lady Pocahontas.

PART A: Use the text and a dictionary to answer the questions about
vocabulary.
1. Define compassionate by giving a synonym, antonym, and example.
2. Define commonwealth. What is John Smith referring to when he uses
this term?
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PART B: Analyze each statement to determine whether it is a fact or an
opinion.
3.
4.
5.
6.

______ “I received from this great Salvage exceeding great courtesy”
______ “she hazarded the beating out of her own brains to save mine”
______ “Nantaquaus, the most manliest, comeliest, boldest spirit”
______ “[She] so prevailed with her father, that I was safely conducted
to Jamestown.”
7. ______ “had the salvages not fed us, we directly had starved.”
PART C: Use the text to identify who was being described.
“most compassionate pitiful heart”
38, miserable, poor, and sick.
“this great Salvage exceeding great courtesy”
“manliest, comeliest, boldest spirit”
“most gracious Queen”
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8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

PART D: Use inferences from the text to answer the questions.
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13. What is the theme of sections 8-10?
14. What words/phrases communicate John Smith’s gratitude toward
Pocahontas?
15. What is John Smith’s purpose for writing to Queen Anne? Cite evidence
to support your answer.
16. What is meant by the phrase “we directly had starved”?
17. According to the text, how did the Powhatan tribe help the Jamestown
colonists survive?
18. What does Smith cite as reasons why Pocahontas saved him?
Writing Prompt
Use an online resource to research the negative ways in which the colonists
affected the Native Americans. Type a report on your findings and present
your report orally. Discuss as a class.
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PRIMARY SOURCE VOCABULARY ANALYSIS

Powhatan Words

Captain John Smith often wrote about the Jamestown colonists’ experiences of adapting
to a new environment and interacting with the Powhatan Indians. He included Powhatan
words and phrases in many of his writings.

Review each entry. Why might each Powhatan word or
phrase have been important for Jamestown colonists to
know when living in a new environment and dealing with
the Powhatan tribe?
English

Pokatawer

fire

Suckahanna

water

attawp, attonce

bow, arrows

monacookes

swords

pawcussacks

guns
axes

shoes
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moccasins
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tomahacks

Importance for Colonists
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Powhatan

nemarough

man

crenepo

woman

netoppew,
marrapough
yehawkans

friends, enemies

Ka ka torawincs
yowo
Tawnor neheigh
Powhatan

What do you call
this?
Where dwells
Powhatan?

houses
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DATA ANALYSIS

Analyzing Tree Rings

How might lack of rain affect the Jamestown colonists? Scientists decided to examine tree
ring growth patterns from very old bald cypress trees in southeastern Virginia. A year of good
rainfall produced a wide ring, while a year of drought produced a thin ring. The scientists’
findings give us a better idea of the difficulties encountered by the first settlers in America.

Look at the chart and answer the questions.

1600
Year

1640
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1580
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Rainfall Index

Jamestown Drought

1. A. What do the white spikes indicate?
B What do the black spikes indicate?
2. Find the year of Jamestown’s founding on the chart. Was it a year of
drought or good rainfall? Approximately how long did the drought last?
3. Between 1580 and 1655, approximately how long was the longest
drought?
4. Find the winter of the “Starving Time” (1609-1610) on the chart. What
type of rainfall condition was in effect? How might this condition have
caused colonists to starve?
5. Predict how the colonists’ experience might have been different if they
landed at Jamestown in the year 1600 instead of 1607.
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