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About this Book

This Common Core Lessons and Activities Book
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Standards for English Language Arts, as well as Literacy
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Common Core rigor, analysis, writing, inference, text-
dependent questions, and more into your daily instruction.
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APPLYING CONCEPTS

Gan You Classify?

Look at the list and answer the questions.

THIS WEEK’S GROCERY LIST
| pouna of grouna beet 4 fomatoes ‘
¢ peawvs | package of chicken wings
2 packages of bacom | lavge watrevmelon
| gallon of wilk ¢ ved apples
| head of lettuce | small pineapple
4 squash 12 ounces of cv cheese
2 pound of salmon 2 pound of t Hishy
| head of vroccoll | bunch of fac

1. Complete the graphic organizer by claggi the iteggs on the grocery
list. First, classify them into two brggl greps: classify them into

the smaller, more specific groups:

Food from plants: ood from animals:

A A
Fruit (part of plant with ables (part of Meat (made from Dairy (made from
seeds): ant without seeds): animal muscle): animal milk):

2. Which level uses more characteristics to classify the items?

3. Think of another way to divide the grocery list into your own system
of classification. Choose your categories based on similarities and
differences. You can be creative! Draw a diagram of your system of
classification, classify all of the items on the grocery list, and share your
results with your class.
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CLASSIFYING INFORMATION

Kingdoms & Domains

Read the texts and answer the questions.

The system of classification and taxonomy that we use today
began with Carl Linnaeus in the 1700s. Linnaeus divided all living
organisms into two very broad groups called kingdoms—~Plantae
and Animalia. Scientists today still classify organisms as plants and
animals, but many living organisms are not plants or animals. Since
Linnaeus’ time, scientists have discovered more about life on Earth
and added more kingdoms. Today, most scientists use a system of
classification with six kingdoms. However, the ber of kingdoms
could change if new species are discovered t
the current six kingdoms.

have cells with a nucleus. Plant cells a ave thic®cell walls for
support and chloroplasts that help f

Animalia are multicellular orga
cells, animal cells contain a
have a cell wall or chloroplas
from plants or other a
the largest whale.

ove. Like plant

le owever, animal cells do not
s gain energy by eating food

Is'range from small insects to

ave remarkable differences. Like
, except for yeasts, and have cells that

Fungi are similar
plants, fungi are m

contain a s. It cells have a cell wall like plants, but they
do not cofftain rcQlasts or make food from sunlight. Instead,
fungi are omposers and gain energy from absorbing the

nutrients of dead anisms.

Protista are microscopic unicellular organisms that have a
nucleus. Protists come in a wide variety of forms. Some protists,
like amoeba, are animal-like and can move. Some protists, like
algae, are plant-like and cannot move and contain chloroplasts for
photosynthesis.

Bacteria and Archaea are the simplest organisms, having only

one cell and no nucleus. Bacteria and Archaea are very similar
microscopic organisms. However, Archaea have different chemicals
in their cells and tend to live in extreme environments. In fact,
scientists believe archaea are closely related to the first life forms
ever to exist on Earth.
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1. What are the six kingdoms?

2. A. The prefix “multi” means “many.” What can you infer about
organisms that are multicellular?
B. The prefix “uni” means “one.” What can you infer about organisms
that are unicellular?

3. Give at least two examples of how scientists use each of the following to
classify organisms into kingdoms:
A. number of cells  B. how it gains energy  C. cell structure

4. A. Compare and contrast plants and animals.
B. What do plants, animals, fungi and protists

Many scientists recognize a
called a domain. In fact, domains
and are sometimes called sup

Scientist group org
large domains—Eurkarya
cell structures. Euk
which means they

Archaea—based on their
anisms that are eukaryotic,

a nucleus. Bacteria and Archaea
ic, which means they have a

t to define eukaryotic.
contain organisms that are eukaryotic?

7. A. Use the second test to define prokaryotic.
B. Which kingdoms contain organisms that are prokaryotic?

8. Use information from both texts to complete the table.

Domain =» | Archaea | Bacteria Eukarya
Kingdom Protista
Cell Type No Nucleus Nucleus
Cell Number Unicellular
H;:::;?;?;?m Varies Varies Varies
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PART A: For each question, identify which paragraph(s) includes
|nformat|on needed in order to answer it, and then answer the question.

__ What traits do all animals have in common?

What is a vertebrate?
__ Are most animals vertebrates or invertebrates?
_____How many phyla is the animal kingdom divided into?
__Arefish more closely related to mollusks or mammals?

ok w0 =

PARTB: Use the text to determine whether each statement is true (T) or
: false (F). Rewrite each false statement to be true. '

6.

7. i '

8. The animal kingdom includes sing nd multic
9. __ Vertebrate animals only live g '
10. _____Invertebrates do not have .

) and contrasting vertebrates

Complete the graphic organizer b
and invertebrates.

Vertebrates Invertebrates
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COMPARE & CONTRAST

Classifying Animals

Read the text and answer the questions.

The animal kingdom, or kingdom Animalia, is a very diverse
group of organisms. Some animals live in the air, some on land, and
some in the water. Different animals may have different physical
characteristics, different life cycles, and different reproduction
methods. Animals range from the smallest worms to the largest
whales.

Although organisms in the kingdom Animaljg vary greatly,
all animals have key similarities. All animals a ade of many
eukaryotic cells. All animals have the ability
bodies. All animals are consumers, meaning t
organisms as food for energy.

Organisms in the kingdom Arg
smaller groups. One of the first
classify animals into smaller gro'%g
body-structure trait they look@ai
a backbone. Animals with a

system that is supported by the
als that have fur or hair), including

have a backbone.

out 90% of all animals are invertebrates. There
are eight different phyla of invertebrates. Arthropods, mollusks,
worms, and echinoderms are some of the different types of
invertebrates. The phylum Arthropoda includes all invertebrates
with jointed exoskeletons and at least three pairs of jointed legs.
Insects, spiders, and crustaceans are in this category. The phylum
Mollusca includes animals that usually have soft unsegmented
bodies and shells. Snails and clams are examples of this category.
The phylum Annelida includes long, slender invertebrates that
have soft bodies and no limbs, such as worms. Other phyla
classifications are based on traits such as pores, a single opening to
the digestive system, and more!
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For your convenience, correlations are listed page-by-page, and for the entire book!

This book is correlated to the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts grades 3-8,
and to Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History, Science, & Technological Subjects grades 6-8.

Correlations are highlighted in gray.

SPEAKING &
LISTENING

READING WRITING LANGUAGE

Includes: Includes:

RI: Reading Informational Text W: Writing

RST: Reading Science & WHST: Writing History/Social Studies,
Technical Subjects Science, & Technical Subjects

Listening

PAGE
2 EHR 12
3 L E
4 R 12
s iy
67 iing L
89 iR L
101 R L
12435 R L
1415 R L
16 R L
17 ER L
18 iR L
19 R L
20215 R L
2 @R L
23 iR L

@

For the complete Common Core standard identifier, combine your grade + “." + letter code above +

+number code above.

In addition to the correlations indicated here, the activities may be adapted or expanded
to align to additional standards and to meet the diverse needs of your unique students!
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