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READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Pericles & Alexander

Read the two texts and complete the activities.

Pericles was one of the most important and influential Greek
statesmen and generals of Athens. He ruled during Athens’ Golden
Age, when the city and culture was at its greatest. The period when
he led Athens is known as the “Age of Pericles.”

Pericles had a tremendous impact on Athenian society. He
helped turn the Delian League, a group of city-states, into an
Athenian empire. Pericles created projects to rebgild Athens after
many Persian invasions. He also led his peoplegfuring the first two
years of the Peloponnesian War.

of Athens. Because of his efforts, Athe
educational and cultural center of tjagma

added to the beauty of the ci
Athens.

Pericles believe
even been called a “pop
against the rulers e

enian democracy. He has
who sides with the people

1. Onas¢Parg cNyf paper, create a Venn diagram to compare and
contras cles Ahd Alexander the Great.
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Alexander Il was born in 356 B.C.E., over 100 years after
Pericles. His father was King Phillip Il of Macedon, a city-state in
northern ancient Greece. The famous Greek philosopher Aristotle
tutored Alexander until he was 16 years old.

Alexander became king of Macedon when his father died. He
wanted to use his strong kingdom and experienced army to expand
his kingdom into Asia. Alexander saw that the Persian Empire was
growing weak. He used his superior army to free areas of Greek
people ruled by the Persians. He then went on to conquer the entire
Persian Empire without a single defeat in battle, earning the name
“Alexander the Great.”

He founded many cities that are named after him, including
Alexandria in Egypt. By age 30, Alexander had cigffted one of the

academies throughout the | teach his tactics today.

2. Accordinggo t , Wat did Pericles do to improve Athens under his
leadership

3. What was the t of Pericles promoting the arts and literature of
Athens?

4. According to the text, why did Alexander conquer the Persian Empire?
5. What effect did Alexander the Great have on the ancient world?

6 Writing Prompt:

In your opinion, which is more important — to conquer or to build? In a well-
organized essay, support your conclusion using Alexander and Pericles as
examples and citing evidence from the text.
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READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Ancient vs. Modern Olympic Games

Read the text and answer the questions. Then complete
the graphic organizer.

The Olympic Games were originally called the “hunger
games.” They were a series of athletic competitions among
representative athletes from many Greek city-states. The games
began in 776 B.C.E in Olympia, and they honored the king of the
gods, Zeus. Games were usually held every four years, and the city-
states agreed to an “Olympic Truce” and stopped wars between the
states during the games.

The games were always held in Olympia,
non-slave, Greeks were allowed to participat

only freeborn,

Games lasted for one day, but eventually they days
Athletes competed in only a few eventsy, Most ev re track and
field events. Over the years, more even like boxing,
wrestling, and chariot racing. Vicig i and honored
with wreaths of laurel leaves to

The Olympic Games b Political tool used by city-

states to proclaim dominance rivals and to share culture
and trade goods. The ere also a celebration of
religion and artistic co The Olympics continued until 394
C.E., when the Ro,

er 1500 years of their absence. As a result,
her of the modern Olympic Games.

Olympic Games were held in 1896 in
Athens, Gree like the ancient Olympic games, modern
Olympic Games are not always hosted by Olympia, Greece. Every
two years, a different city has the honor of hosting the Summer or
Winter Olympics. The host city is responsible for welcoming all
competitors and important visitors from around the world.

Today, the Olympic Games are a major international event
that includes thousands of athletes in many different competitions.
The modern Olympic Games are now split into two different
competitions, the Summer Olympics and the Winter Olympics. The
2012 Summer Olympics featured a total of 26 sports and over 300
events, while the 2010 Winter Olympics only included 15 sports
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and 86 events. The modern Olympic Games can last up to an entire
month! The winners of each event earn either a gold, silver, or
bronze medal—for first, second, or third place.

The Olympic Games today are used to support fair competition
between countries and to promote peace, cooperation, and good
relationships.

List three purposes of the original Olympic Games.
2. List three purposes of the Olympic Games today.

3. What are the responsibilities of the host city of the modern Olympic
Games?

4. In your opinion, did the modern Olympic Games,
to the original Olympic Games? Support your op
from the text.

Ancient Olympics

Modern Olympics

DIFFERENT
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