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Document-based questions teach 
students to think like historians!

Students learn to analyze and interpret a variety of sources, make connections between 
sources, bring in their own outside knowledge, and communicate their findings.

Incorporates ELA/literacy requirements into social studies!
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Integrate literacy into social studies!

Reproducible pages!
Adds rigor to instruction! “You’ll want these for every topic you teach!” 

—Amy Johnson, Common Core Specialist

Gallopade’s Document-Based Questions series breaks down the DBQ process 
into smaller, scaffolded steps:

1. First, students learn to analyze individual primary and secondary sources using 
guided text- and primary source-based questions.

2. Next, students apply higher-order thinking skills to read for information, compare 
and contrast, identify causes and effects, categorize information, arrange events into 
chronological order, identify point of view and purpose, and much more!

3. As students complete the critical-thinking activities on each individual page, they 
develop a deeper understanding of the social studies topic being covered.

4. Finally, students use these same sources to answer a big-picture DBQ question!

How this book helps:

• Students learn about a variety of social studies topics!
• Students build their inquiry and critical-thinking skills!
• Students improve their writing skills!
• Students learn to make conclusions and form opinions!
• Students learn to cite evidence to support their conclusions!
• Students learn to effectively communicate their conclusions to others!

Lessons & Activities

ISBN-13:  978-0-635-12627-6



©Carole Marsh/Gallopade • www.gallopade.com • U.S. Founding Documents • page 6

----------------------------------------- READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT -----------------------------------------

EARLY INDEPENDENCE
Read the text and answer the questions.

1. Use a dictionary to define the following words. 
A.  charter  _______________________________________________________________________ 
B.  tax  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
C.  representation  ________________________________________________________________ 
D.  tyrant  ________________________________________________________________________

2. What factors allowed the colonists to have some independence from Britain before the 
French and Indian War?  ___________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did the British government think it necessary to tax the colonies?  _________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

4. In your own words, explain “taxation without representation.”  _________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

Many factors limited Great Britain’s control over the colonies.  From the beginning, the colonists 
enjoyed a good amount of independence from King George III.  The vast distance of the Atlantic 
Ocean between Britain and the colonies made communication difficult.  Britain could not control 
the colonies directly, so it gave the colonies charters to form their own governments.  However, the 
French and Indian War caused Britain to seek to increase its control over the colonies. 

The French and Indian War was a small part of a much larger war between Britain and France called 
The Seven Years’ War.  In the colonies, British and colonial forces defended the colonies against 
the French and France’s Indian allies.  Britain and the colonists won in 1763, but the war was very 
expensive for Britain.  

The British government had to raise money to replenish funds used for the war.  Since Britain 
defended the colonies in the war, they decided to tax the colonies.  They passed several “acts” to 
raise taxes on colonial goods.  The Sugar Act of 1764 and the Stamp Act of 1765 charged taxes 
on sugar and paper goods, and the Townshend Acts of 1767 taxed many imported goods.  These 
new taxes angered colonists.  To make matters worse, the colonists did not have a representative in 
Parliament.  Many colonists argued that “taxation without representation” was unfair.  

When colonists protested, King George III decided that the colonists had too much freedom to create 
laws.  Thus, he removed the colonial governments.  Many colonists saw King George III as a tyrant 
and began to suggest complete colonial independence.
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---------------------------------------------PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS --------------------------------------------

“JOIN, OR DIE”
Analyze the cartoon and answer the questions.

1. What is the main message of this cartoon and who is the intended audience?  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

2. Is the message stated directly or indirectly? 
_________________________________________________________________________________

3. What symbols and words communicate that message? 
_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Which colonies are represented? 
_________________________________________________________________________________

5. Do you agree with the message presented?  Explain. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

6. From what political point of view is this cartoon depicted?  
_________________________________________________________________________________

7. How does this picture relate to the Declaration of Independence? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

Courtesy of Library of Congress

This political cartoon was first 
published in 1754 and reproduced 
in 1765 as a symbol supporting the 

American Revolution.
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----------------------------------------------------------- WRITING -----------------------------------------------------------

CREATED EQUAL?
Read the text and answer the questions in paragraph form.

1. Why did the colonies want Thomas Jefferson to remove the paragraph about slavery? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

2. Explain how Great Britain used slavery against the colonies.  __________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Predict what might have happened if the Declaration of Independence specifically 
outlawed slavery in the United States.  ______________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________

4. In a well-organized speech, share your response to the question “If all men are created 
equal, why did slavery exist?” 

5. In American history, women did not receive the right to vote until 1920.  Is it possible that 
Thomas Jefferson meant “all MEN are created equal,” while excluding women?  Discuss 
your thoughts as a class. 

The Declaration of Independence states, “all men are created equal.”  It also claims that 
all men are given certain unalienable rights.  However, in early American history, black 
men and women were not equal and had few rights. Thomas Jefferson himself owned 
approximately 200 slaves, and slavery was an important form of labor in the agricultural 
south until 1865. 

Jefferson’s first draft of the Declaration included a paragraph against slavery.   
He claimed that King George III had promoted the slave trade in America.  In fact, at 
the outbreak of the American Revolution, Great Britain offered freedom to all slaves who 
would fight with the British against the colonies.  Both southern and northern slaveholders 
wanted the paragraph against slavery removed.  Slavery was a cheap form of labor for 
the colonies.  When Congress reviewed the first draft on July 1, 1776, the section against 
slavery was removed.  

Although the Declaration of Independence celebrates human rights and freedom, slavery 
existed in America until 1865.  For approximately a century after the Declaration of 
Independence, African American men and women were denied their “unalienable Rights.”




