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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

Tynes of Glouds

Read the text and answer the questions.

Clouds come in many shapes and sizes. Different clouds
create different kinds of weather. Read this weather forecast from a

meteorologist.

Monday: Thin wispy clouds high jghe
sKy. These cirrus clouds say enjefliod;
nice weather because change is IR
the next 24 hours!

. Cumulus clouds are gathering.
in today, but it’s coming our way.

Friday: Scattered gray nimbus clouds.
Rain all day—take your umbrella!

Saturday: Tall, dark, cumulonimbus
clouds mean watch out for bad weather.
Chance of severe thunderstorms!

Sunday: Crisp clear day—not a cloud in
the sky!
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1.

2.

Use the text to complete the tables below.

Appearance

Type of Weather

Stratus Clouds

Appearance

Type of Weather

Appearance

Type of Weather

Appearance

Type of Weather

Appearance

Type of Wegthe

Identify the t
description below:

o> DOow>

clouds you would most likely see based on each

Severe thunderstorm warnings today.

Gray sky and drizzly rain all morning.

The weather is nice now, but change is likely by tomorrow.
Today is a fair, sunny day.

Look outside your classroom. Describe the clouds you see.
Which type of clouds best match your description?

Predict tomorrow’s weather. Cite factual evidence to support your

prediction.
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COMPARISON OF SOURCES

Why Does It Rain2

Read both texts and answer the questions

Rain is a form of precipitation. Water from the Earth
evaporates, changing into water vapor. The water vapor rises up into
the clouds. It accumulates until the clouds cannot hold any more
moisture. The water droplets become so heavy in the clouds that
they fall back to Earth as precipitation. If the temperature is above
freezing, which is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or O degrees Celsius, the
precipitation will be rain.

Rain is very important to life on Earth. RaidPrefills streams,

lakes, rivers, and oceans, replacing water tha

& rain falls. Water is scarce
nd animals that live in the
desert have to adagt and ive with very little rain. The plants
and animals that rest are very different than the ones
that live in a desert pn important factor in determining what
living thingg Ye in an area, and how they live.

1. What are tHws#®n differences in how the two texts describe and

characterize rain? Cite examples from each text to support your
answer.

2. Inwhat type of book would you be most likely to find each text?

3. A. What is the tone of each text?
B. How does each author use details to create tone? Cite evidence.
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The Rainy Day by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The day is cold, and dark, and dreary VOCABULARY
It rains, and the wind is never weary; mouldering;
The vine still clings to the mouldering wall, (adj.) slowly
But at every gust the dead leaves fall, falling apart

And the day is dark and dreary.
cease: (verb)

o come to an end
My life is cold, and dark, and dreary;

It rains, and the wind is never weary; ining: (verb)
[ofsad

My thoughts still cling to the mouldering Past,
But the hopes of youth fall thick in the blast,

And the days are dark and dreary.

Be still, sad heart! and cease repin

Some days must reary

3. Usea Venn dj to compare and contrast the two texts. Use the
following descriptors to get you started:
* Informational Text or Literary Text
* Prose or Poem
+ Emotional or Factual

Text1 Text2
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