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READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Read the text and complete the graphic organizer.

All mammals, including humans, have basic needs they must
meet in order to survive. The basic needs of mammals are food,
water, and protection.

The place where an animal lives and grows is called its
habitat. For most mammals, a habitat provides the water and food
the mammal needs to survive. The Giant Panda, for example,
primarily eats bamboo. An adult panda can consigme around 20
to 45 pounds of bamboo per day. The panda’s gffural habitat is the
bamboo forests of China, where it can find e mboo to eat.

have special characteristics that allow i d, water, and
protection in their habitat. The strigas

g ve sharp claws and
e desert might seem
E'camel, which stores water in
W abitat.

like an unlikely habitat for li
its hump, is perfectly suited t

from th

3. Which
Tiger’s stri

A) Deceive — causing someone to believe something untrue
B) Camouflage — To hide or disguise by use of shape or coloring
C) Imitate — To follow or copy a style or way of doing something

4. Explain why the Giant Panda only lives in China.

5. Over many years, the people of China have cut down much of the
bamboo forests.
A. How does bamboo cutting affect the panda’s natural habitat?
B. Predict how bamboo cutting might affect the Giant Panda.
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

My Needs

Complete the graphic organizer by describing each of your
basic needs and how you fulfill those needs. Then read
the text and answer the writing prompt.

MEETING MY BASIC NEEDS
HABITAT FOOD

v

PROTECTION

Human mphcated mammals. Humans have a

ce than any other mammal. To survive in
sWeed many years of care from parents and
n. Humans must learn to solve problems,
use many different tools to be successful in life.

human soc
many years ot educ
think creativel

Writing Prompt

Answer the following questions in short paragraphs using complete
sentences. Draw evidence from your own experience and support your
conclusions with logical reasoning.

A. How did your parents/guardian help you meet your basic needs when
you were first born?

B. How do they help you meet your basic needs today?
C. What people or groups in your life help you learn and grow?
D. How are you preparing to survive in your “habitat” as in adult?
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CAUSE & EFFECT

Keeping Cool & Staying Warm

Read the text and answer the questions.

Staying Warm

Mammals are warm-blooded, which means they produce heat
from inside their bodies. Producing body heat takes a lot of energy,
because body heat is continuously lost through the skin. In order
to stay warm, mammals eat a lot of food for energy. Larger animals
typically need more food to keep their larger bodies warm.

Controlling Body Temperature

Mammals have many special characteriglcs fgfkeeping warm
and staying cool. Mammals in different habit. pt tggheir
environments to control body temperatyre.

In hot weather, some mamma

to cog) Off. Sweat
# heat away as it
evaporates. Some mammals, li by panting, and cats

lick their coats to cause coolj

In cold weather, mamm irQd fur traps body heat
m in freezing temperatures
of fur. Whales keep warm in
layer of fat, called blubber.

ing bears, hibernate in the winter to
rve body heat. In hibernation, a mammal
goes into { de The mammal’s heartbeat, breathing, and
life proce ow Mown to save energy that would have been lost
searching for
that it has stored from the summer. When the spring comes, the
mammal revives, and continues normal body functioning.

1. Another word for warm-blooded is endothermic. Choose the correct
meaning for the prefix and suffix of this word.
Endo- a) outside b) inside c) adapt
-thermic  a) hibernation b) energy c) heat

2. List an advantage and disadvantage of being warm-blooded.
3. Why do most warm-blooded animals eat frequently?
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4. List at least four ways that mammals regulate or maintain their body
temperatures. Describe the effects of each.

Way of regulating
Temperature

Effect

Equivalents:

A. What typ

o

AVERAGE
MAMMAL WEIGHT
Beluga Whales 1,000 kg
Horses 550 kg
Bottle-nose Dolphins 175 kg
Black Bears 135 4 kg 8L
Deer 3 kg 6L
Dogs 1kg 3L
Raccoons 530¢ 930 mL
River Otters 800 g 790 mL
45¢ 65 mL
459 50 mL

= 1,000 grams (g); 1 liter (L) = 1,000 milliliters (mL)

nformation are shown in this table?
B. How is the information organized in the table?

6. True or False: All river otters weigh 10 kg. Explain.

A. Describe the relationship between an animal’s weight and the
amount of food and water it consumes.
B. What is the reason for this relationship?

8. Explain how and why each of these factors affects how much food a

mammal eats:
A. size

B. climate

C. hibernation

9. During hibernation, would a black bear’s daily food consumption be
4 kg? Explain why or why not.

©Carole Marsh/Gallopade * www.gallopade.com * page 11




VOCABULARY

Use what you have learned and a dictionary to write a
definition for each vocabulary word. for each group of
words, write a title that describes that group of words.

Title: Mammal Characteristics

Vocabulary Definition

fur/ hair

mammary gland

vertebrate

warm-blooded

Title:

Vocabulary

carnivore

herbivore

insectivore

omnivore

Title:

Vocahul Definition

marsupial

monotreme

placental mammal

Title:

Vocahulary Definition

extinct

fossil

prehistoric
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