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About this Book

 This Common Core Lessons and Activities Book 
allows you to immediately meet new Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts, as well as Literacy 
and Writing in History/Social Studies.  It is designed to 
supplement your Social Studies resources, adding new 
Common Core rigor, analysis, writing, inference, text-
dependent questions, and more into your daily instruction.

How to Use this Book:

•	 Work through the lessons and activities as a class 
to teach your students higher-order thinking, 
analysis, and 21st century skills necessary to meet 
new Common Core expectations.

•	 Allow students to work through the lessons 
independently to build and practice these new 
skills.

•	 Include technology, collaboration, presentation, 
and discussion in the activities as you desire—you 
can decide how in-depth to go. 

•	 Watch your class develop new abilities to meet the 
rigor of Common Core State Standards, right before 
your eyes!

Tips:

•	 Use some of the pages—or use them all—based on 
your grade, your students, your curriculum, and 
your needs.

•	 Use the pages at their current size, or if you 
prefer them to be 8-1/2” x 11”, enlarge them 
125% on your copy machine.

•	 Download graphic organizers labeled “GO” in the 
Table of Contents by going to:  
www.gallopade.com/client/go

•	 Use the correlations grid to easily see which 
Common Core standards are covered in each 
lesson.

Common Core Lessons & Activities Books

Social Studies Titles:

•	Declaration of 
Independence

•	U.S. Constitution
•	Bill of Rights
•	Road to the Civil War
•	The Civil War:  Key Battles 

& Events
•	 Jamestown
•	Key Events of World War II
•	Civil Rights Movement
•	Branches of Government
•	Basic Economic Concepts
•	Women’s Suffrage and the 

19th Amendment
•	The American Revolution

•	Explorers
•	The Olympics
•	Underground Railroad
•	Forms of Government:  

Democracy, Monarchy, & 
Oligarchy & More

•	Ancient Greece
•	Ancient Egypt
•	Native Americans
•	 Indian Removal & the Trail 

of Tears
•	 Inventors & Inventions
•	Map Skills
•	Westward Expansion
•	Communities

Science Titles:

•	Habitats
•	 States of Matter
•	Cell Structure
•	Weather
•	Water Cycle
•	Energy
•	 Solar System
•	 Sound
•	Mammals
•	Light
•	Rocks and Minerals
•	Oceans
•	Heredity & Genetics

•	Magnetism
•	Natural Resources
•	Ecosystems
•	Force & Motion
•	History of the Earth
•	Life Cycles
•	Wave Properties
•	Landforms
•	 Classification	of	

Organisms
•	Electricity
•	 The	Scientific	Method
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GRAPHICAL ORGANIZER

Three Branches Flowchart
Complete the graphic organizer with information about the 
three branches of government.

The  
___________

Branch

The  
___________

Branch

The  
___________

Branch

The Constitution
Why was it written?

Checks and 
Balances

Separation 
of Powers

Define:

Define:

What did it do? 
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Who?

Who?

Who?

Does What?

Does What?

Does What?

National Level

State Level

Local Level

National Level

State Level

Local Level

National Level

State Level

Local Level

Branch at the

Branch at the

Branch at theSAMPLE
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DIAGRAM ANALYSIS

Checks & Balances
The Constitution separates the government into three branches and assigns 
powers to each.  Some of these powers are meant to keep the branches from 
abusing their power through a system of checks and balances.   
Use information from the diagram to complete the cause 
and effect graphic organizer.

Cause
The President vetoes 
a bill passed by 
Congress.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Executive Branch 
President 

Carries Out the Law 

Legislative 
Branch 

 
Congress 

Makes the Law 

Judicial 
Branch 

Supreme 
Court 

Interprets the Law 

 Appoints federal judges 
 Can grant pardons to 
     federal prisoners 

 Can propose amendments to 
     overturn judicial decisions 

 Can impeach and remove judges  

 Can 
override 
vetoes 

 Confirms 
presidential 
appointments 

 Can 
impeach and 
remove a 
president 
 
 

 Can 
veto 
laws 

 Can 
propose 
laws 
  Can declare acts of Congress 
     unconstitutional 

 Can declare presidential 
    acts unconstitutional 
 

A Supreme Court 
justice retires from 
the court. 

The President 
appoints a new 
Secretary of State.

The President issues 
a Presidential act. 

Effect Possible OutcomesSAMPLE
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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

Appointing a Justice
This 1930 political cartoon depicts President Hoover trying to decide whom to nominate for 
Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court after the Senate rejected his first choice.  

Analyze the cartoon and answer the questions.

Courtesy of The National Archives

1. A. What branch of government is represented by arrow A? 
B. What branch of government is represented by arrow B?

2. What power is A exercising?  What power is B exercising? 
3. What can you infer about B’s opinion of A?  Why?
4. What is the main message of this cartoon?  What words or symbols 

helped you reach your conclusion? 
5. What can you infer about the cartoonists’ opinion of President Hoover?  

Cite details from the cartoon to support your answer.

B

A
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