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About this Book

This Common Core Lessons and Activities Book

allows you to immediately meet new Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts, as well as Literacy
and Writing in History/Social Studies. It is designed to
supplement your Social Studies resources, adding new
Common Core rigor, analysis, writing, inference, text-
dependent questions, and more into your daily instruction.
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READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Too Many People?

Read the text. Use the chart and the text to answer the
questions

In the year 600 A.D., experts say about 200 million people
lived on the Earth. Today, the world population is closer to 7 billion.
Every year, millions of people are born all over the world. Each day,
more and more people must share the same amount of space. We
must also share the same amount of resources. What will happen
when the number of people exceeds the space and resources of the
planet?

Overpopulation is already occurring in

For example, more than 1.2 billion people live mpared
to about 320 million in the U.S. Many ndians li e capital
city of New Delhi. Residents often live ether in dirty
conditions. In addition, it is very ¢¢ #Fms that are

ater. If people do
have to get water from a

a few times per week. All of
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considered basic in the United
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truck that provides a small a
these factors can lead tqthe s

China is another C
billion people. B
are consumed an
cities, the airs cho

h a huge population of about 1.4
so many people, more resources
ion is produced. In some Chinese
mog. Smog can make it hard to

, polluted water has killed fish. Much of

en turned into cities where people can live
re are fewer areas to grow crops for the large
population.

Overpopulation causes many problems for people and the
planet. Areas that are overpopulated can have problems getting
clean water to drink. Some farmers do not have enough water for
their crops. Other people find it hard to get jobs because there are
too many people and not enough jobs. Animal and plant habitats
disappear when homes are built. Some areas do not have enough
food to feed the people there.
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You might think that overpopulation only causes problems
in the countries where it occurs. However, it can harm countries
around the world. For example, smokestacks in China create acid
rain in Japan and South Korea. Diseases from one country can
spread to others when people travel. Having enough food, housing,
and oil and gas are concerns for a growing world population.
The Earth’s population is growing, but its resources are limited.
Overpopulation is a serious problem facing the world today.

International Data Base World Population: 1950-2050
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A. What is the me rd resources? Give examples of three
resources on Earth

3. A. List ways that overpopulation is affecting life in India.
B. List ways that overpopulation is affecting life in China.

4. Review the chart. Imagine you are living in the year 2050 in an
overpopulated country. Write a narrative about your life and describe
how you are affected by overpopulation. Proofread and edit your work.

5. Divide into groups. Use the Internet to learn about an overpopulated
country. Find out what problems are occurring there and what people
are doing to solve these problems. Present your findings to the class
and discuss.
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COMPARE & CONTRAST

Energy Sources

Use the Internet or another source to learn how renewable
and non-renewable energy sources are similar and different.
Then complete the graphic organizer below.

Renewable Energy Non-Renewable Energy
Sources Sources
Similarities

Where Theymgom¥{gfom WhereTheyvComeFrom
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MAPACTIVITY

Lake Chad provides water to millions of people in several
West African countries, but it is shrinking dramatically.
Look at the maps and answer the questions.

Nigeria

CameA

B. Infer how this change might be currently affecting people living in the
surrounding African countries. Use details from the passage to help
explain your answer.

2. Predict what will happen to Lake Chad if this trend continues.
3. How might the people living near Lake Chad prepare for the future?

4. African nations are fighting desertification with a project known as the
“Great Green Wall.” Research this project, and write a digital report
including graphics.
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Are you expected to change how you teach because of new CCSS for
English Language Arts & new CCSS for Literacy and Writing in History/
Social Studies and Science?

Are you expected to continue to meet existing science and social studies
standards, AND integrate new, more rigorous expe .ation~ for reading,
writing, analysis, inference, and more into your da.. " ir .cuction?

This series of 48+ little books "~ a HUL - help!
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requirements of Common Core!

“You'll want these for
every topic you teach!”

’
You don’t have to -Amy Johnson, Common Core Specialist

start from scratch.
This brand new series
meets Common Core
State Standards for ELA + Common Core State Standards for
Literacy and Writing in History/Social Studies and Science!
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