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How to Use this Book:

•	 Work through the lessons and activities as a class 
to teach your students higher-order thinking, 
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VOCABULARY

Forms of Government 
Prefixes & Suffixes

Prefixes are words or letters placed at the beginning of a word to change the meaning.   
Suffixes are words or letters placed at the end of a word to change the meaning. 

PART A:  Read the tables and answer the questions.

Prefixes Meaning
an- without

aristo- nobility, wealthy
auto- self, all-powerful

demo- people
mon-  (mono) one

olig- few

Suffixes Meaning
-archy rule, or chief ruler
-cracy power or government

1. Combine prefixes and suffixes to identify the forms of government 
described in each definition.  An example is given below. 

Example:  Aristocracy — a government that gives power to the 
wealthy ruling class

A. _____________rule by one person, especially a king or queen 
B. _____________a government that gives power to the people 
C. _____________rule by a few individuals or a small group of people 
D. _____________a government in which one person holds absolute 
power over all parts of the government 
E. _____________without a ruler; chaos and disorder

2. When naming forms of government, what is represented by the prefix?  
What is represented by the suffix?
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PART B:  Read the text and use what you have learned from the tables to 
complete each sentence.

 You started the “Clean-Up Kids” club to improve the 
environment around your school.  It is a big success!  More than 
forty students have joined in the first month.

 There are lots of decisions to make.  When should the group 
meet?  How does the group get the paper and glass to the recycling 
facility?  What kind of flowers should be planted in the school 
garden?  And who will meet with the principal to get permission for 
future projects?  

 Another important thing to decide is should you have a 
constitution, or not?  A constitution is a written document that 
describes the powers of the organization.

 The Clean-Up Kids must decide who will be responsible for 
making the rules and decisions in the club.  Once they do that, 
Clean-Up Kids will have a government to help it run smoothly and 
effectively.

3. If you alone have absolute control over all parts of the club, your club’s 
government is a/an ______________.

4. If you decide to crown yourself King or Queen of the club and make all 
other students obey, your club is a/an ________________.

5. You and three of your best friends could run the club as a/an 
______________.

6. You could ask all the members to voice their opinions and vote on the 
best ideas.  Then your club would be a/an _________________.

7. You decide that the club should have no leaders and that the club 
should be a/an _______________.

8. Club members decide they want to write up a list of rules for how the 
club’s power is to be divided and shared in a/an _________________.

PART C:  Describe a club, group, or organization in your school.  Who 
makes the rules?  Who decides what activities to do?  What role do 
members of the club play?   Use what you’ve learned to identify what form 
of government best describes the club, group, or organization.
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INFERENCE

Dictatorship
Read the text and answer the questions. 

 A government may be structured as a dictatorship.  A 
dictatorship is often described as the opposite of a democracy.  
Instead of a government ruled by all people, a dictatorship is a 
government led by one person with overwhelming or absolute 
power.  The kings in some absolute monarchies have been called 
“dictators” but there is an important difference between a dictator 
and a king—dictators gain their power by force, not by being born 
into a royal family.

1. A. Define dictatorship as it is used in the text.  
B. What is the name for the leader of a dictatorship? 

2. A. How are dictatorships and absolute monarchies similar?  
B. How are dictatorships and absolute monarchies different?

3. To complete the graphic organizer, rewrite each statement about 
democracy as its opposite, so it describes a dictatorship.

Democracy Dictatorship
The government has limited 
power.

The government has unlimited 
power.  

Government is ruled by all 
people.

Citizens have freedom of speech, 
assembly, religion, and press.

Citizens have freedom to 
participate in government.

Laws are decided by the will of 
all people.

Citizens’ rights are protected by 
the government.
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MAP ACTIVITY

Mapping Democracy
Look at the map, and answer the questions.  
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