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About this Book

This Common Core Lessons and Activities Book

allows you to immediately meet new Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts, as well as Literacy
and Writing in History/Social Studies. It is designed to
supplement your Social Studies resources, adding new
Common Core rigor, analysis, writing, inference, text-
dependent questions, and more into your daily instruction.
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

India’s Caste System

Ancient India was separated into a strict caste system. A caste system divides a society
into social classes. Each class served a different role within society. In ancient India, a
person’s caste was determined by the family they were born into.

Use online or classroom resources to complete the graphic
organizer by writing a description of each social class.
Then, answer the question below the organizer.

The Hindu Caste System
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Dalits: The Untouchables

Compare ancient India’s caste system to ancient Egypt’s social class system
on page 5. How are they alike? How are they different?
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VOCABULARY

Use the dictionary and other resources to complete the
graphic organizer for each vocabulary word.

archaeology conquer gods
caste system culture hieroglyphics
city-state dynasty religion

civilization empire

DEFINITION ERISTICS

NON-EXAMPLES

EXAMPLES
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PROBLEM-SOLUTION

Use the drawing and text to answer the questions.

The ancient Aztecs settled around Lake Texcoco in the Valley
of Mexico. The Aztecs’ land was wet and marshy. As the Aztec
civilization grew, they needed more land to grow food. While
they could have expanded to dry land, their crops would not be
protected from outside enemies. The Aztecs devised a solution
called a “chinampa.” This was a floating garden to keep their crops
close and protected.

The Aztecs created chinampas by building gFge, flat rafts and

anchoring them to trees or to the bottom of sh shland
They piled mud and dying vegetation on top of t ered
them with a layer of soil, and planted seegs. The ra ted in
the lake and marsh areas. Chinampas weNgyery sugc®sful and

produced large harvests of food for e

1. What caused the Aztecs to invent the chinampa?
2. List 3-5 ways the chinampas provided a solution for the Aztecs.

3. Take on the role of a newspaper reporter in the days of the Aztecs. Use
the text and illustration to write an article describing chinampas. Use
the five W’s of journalism: who, what, when, where, and why. Include
fictional quotes from Aztec farmers whom you “interview.” Proofread
and edit your work.
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CAUSE AND EFFECT

Maya Beauty Standards

Read the narrative and answer the quetions.

Soon | will be taking some more steps to become a beautiful
Maya woman instead of a little girl. It can be a painful process
sometimes, but it is worth it! The process began when | was a
baby. My mother, like all Maya mothers, bound a flat board to my
forehead to make my forehead longer and slant backwards. Once
my skull bones hardened, my forehead had the perfect look.

Now that I'm old enough, | will be able to
thinking of filing the front four teeth to points,
teeth so they are shorter than the others. | mi

my teeth! | am
grinding my side

to my hair and let them fall on my face yes. When
you stare at them long enough, yo

[ also plan to get my ears, Qg d lipspierced. My mother
already has some beautiful je@RelryQan’t wait to wear on my nose
and lips. And speaking of my car a special nosepiece
to squeeze my nose inigy ct shape. Of course, I'll be
getting several tattoos a ant something bright and colorful
on both arms thatggreads eck. But that won't be for a
while—after | get

List 3-5 he

2. Describ oneppf
support yo er.

a view of beauty differs from your view of beauty.
is journal entry. Use evidence from the text to

3. What inferences can you make about how the idea of beauty is formed?
What might make something beautiful to one person and not to
another?

4. What is your reaction to the narrative? Describe how you feel when you
read it.

5. Write a fictional narrative from the perspective of a young girl in
American society today. What types of things will she do to make
herself “beautiful”?
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Are you expected to change how you teach because of new CCSS for
English Language Arts & new CCSS for Literacy and Writing in History/
Social Studies and Science?

Are you expected to continue to meet existing science and social studies
standards, AND integrate new, more rigorous expe .ation~ for reading,
writing, analysis, inference, and more into your da.. " ir .cuction?

This series of 48+ little books "~ a HUL - help!
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“You'll want these for
every topic you teach!”

’
You don’t have to -Amy Johnson, Common Core Specialist

start from scratch.
This brand new series
meets Common Core
State Standards for ELA + Common Core State Standards for
Literacy and Writing in History/Social Studies and Science!
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